
Use of Geotextiles in Road Construction

Introduction

Geotextiles are a critical component in modern road construction, enhancing the longevity and

durability of roads. 

These synthetic fabrics are used for various functions, including separation, reinforcement, filtration,

and drainage. This document 

explores the types, functions, applications, and benefits of geotextiles in road construction, along

with best practices for their installation.
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Types of Geotextiles

There are three main types of geotextiles used in road construction:

- Woven Geotextiles: Made by weaving polypropylene or polyester yarns. These are strong and are

typically used for reinforcement purposes.

- Non-Woven Geotextiles: Made from bonded fibers, usually through thermal or chemical methods.

These are used for separation, filtration, and drainage.

- Knitted Geotextiles: Made using knitting techniques and are less common but used in specific

applications requiring flexibility and strength.
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Functions of Geotextiles in Road Construction

Geotextiles perform several key functions in road construction:

- Separation: Prevents the intermixing of different soil layers, maintaining the integrity of the road

structure.

- Reinforcement: Provides additional strength to the soil, enhancing the load-bearing capacity of the

road.

- Filtration: Allows water to pass through while retaining soil particles, preventing erosion and

maintaining soil stability.

- Drainage: Facilitates the removal of water from the road structure, preventing waterlogging and

related damage.
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Applications of Geotextiles in Road Construction

- Subgrade Stabilization: Geotextiles are placed between the subgrade and the sub-base to stabilize

weak soils and prevent rutting.

- Base Reinforcement: Used within the base layer to improve load distribution and reduce

deformation.

- Pavement Overlays: Placed between old and new pavement layers to prevent reflective cracking

and extend pavement life.

- Erosion Control: Used on slopes and embankments to prevent soil erosion and promote vegetation

growth.

- Drainage Systems: Incorporated into roadside drains to ensure efficient water removal and prevent

water damage to the road structure.
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Benefits of Using Geotextiles

- Enhanced Durability: Increases the lifespan of the road by providing additional strength and

stability.

- Cost-Effectiveness: Reduces maintenance costs and extends the period between major repairs.

- Environmental Benefits: Minimizes soil erosion and promotes sustainable road construction

practices.

- Improved Load Distribution: Enhances the road's ability to bear heavy loads, reducing the risk of

deformation and failure.
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Installation and Best Practices

- Site Preparation: Ensure the site is properly graded and free of debris before installing geotextiles.

- Correct Placement: Lay the geotextile flat without wrinkles or folds, ensuring full coverage of the

area.

- Overlap and Seams: Overlap adjacent sheets by at least 30 cm (12 inches) to ensure continuity

and effectiveness.

- Anchoring: Secure the geotextile with pins or anchors to prevent movement during construction.

- Backfilling: Carefully backfill over the geotextile to prevent damage, ensuring even distribution of

the fill material.
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Case Studies

Case Study 1: Road Construction in Soft Soils

- Location: Coastal Highway Project

- Problem: Weak subgrade soils causing frequent road failure

- Solution: Used woven geotextiles for subgrade stabilization

- Outcome: Improved road stability and reduced maintenance costs

Case Study 2: Pavement Rehabilitation

- Location: Urban Road Network

- Problem: Reflective cracking in existing pavement

- Solution: Installed non-woven geotextiles as a stress-absorbing layer

- Outcome: Extended pavement life and improved driving conditions
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Conclusion

The use of geotextiles in road construction provides numerous benefits, including enhanced

durability, cost savings, and environmental protection. 

By understanding the different types and functions of geotextiles, engineers can design more

effective and sustainable road systems. Proper installation and adherence 

to best practices are crucial to maximizing the benefits of geotextiles.
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